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20. A method of inhibiting therapeutically or prophylactically a viral infection of a 
host, which method comprises administering to the host an antiviral effective amount of an 
isolated and purified antiviral agent selected from the group consisting of an antiviral protein, 
an antiviral peptide, an antiviral protein conjugate, and an antiviral peptide conjugate, 
wherein said antiviral protein or antiviral peptide has an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 
2 or a mutant thereof, whereupon administration of said antiviral effective amount of said 
antiviral agent, said viral infection of said host is inhibited. 

21 . The method of claim 20, wherein said antiviral protein comprises the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2. 

22. The method of claim 20, wherein said antiviral protein conjugate or said antiviral 
peptide conjugate comprises (i) an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2 or a mutant 
thereof, and (ii) an isolated and purified viral envelope glycoprotein. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein said antiviral protein comprises the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2. 
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24. The method of claim 22, wherein said isolated and purified viral envelope 
glycoprotein is an isolated and purified retroviral envelope glycoprotein. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein said isolated and purified retroviral envelope 
glycoprotein is an isolated and purified immunodeficiency viral envelope glycoprotein. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein said isolated and purified immunodeficiency 
viral envelope glycoprotein is an isolated and purified viral envelope glycoprotein of HIV- 1 
or HIV-2. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein said isolated and purified viral envelope 
glycoprotein of HIV- 1 or HIV-2 comprises gp!20. 
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